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Abstract

Timis County, Romania, presents many of the most spectacular archaeological sites in our country. The list of Archaeological Heritage
sites consists of 61 localities with over 180 archaeological sites of local, national, and even international importance. The Direction for
Culture, Cults and National Cultural Heritage of the Timis County, is a public service, designed to protect and promote culture and na-
tional cultural heritage. Because Timis County has the highest growth in construction (home, economic, and infrastructure) in Romania,
a record of these sites became necessary in a simple-to-use way for administrative, economic, and archaeological interests. In this is the
way, our project tries to provide an easy way to identify archaeological sites in Timis County, from two points of view: a scientific (a
dynamic and interactive database), which can offer a clear, official report of the archacological sites; and an administrative one, which
can offer the possibility for local and county administration to efficiently plan and administer the establishment of new economic, home,

or infrastructure locations that can damage or lay be constructed over archaeological sites.

1 Introduction

Timis County, situated at the west extremity of Romania,
presents some of the most spectacular archacological sites
in our country. The list of Archaeological Heritage of the
Timis County, up to now, consists of 61 localities with over
180 archaeological sites that are of local, national, and even
international importance.

There has not been a clear national and local archaeolog-
ical site database yet in Romania, but, beginning in 2006,
each county is required by law to develop a public database
by which any user can verify and identify the exact location
and background of an archaeological site.

The Board for Culture, Cults and National Cultural
Heritage of the Timis County (http://www.infotim.ro/dccp-
cnjt/monumenteTM.htm), as a publicly available service,
initiated measures for the development of the technology
for the diversification, modernization, and optimization of
the cultural services needed by local communities in order
to protect and promote culture and national cultural heri-
tage. Because Timis County has the largest growth in con-
struction (home, economic, and infrastructure) in Romania,
arecord of known sites became necessary in a simple way to
meet administrative, economic, and archaeological needs.

2 Objectives

There were both scientific and administrative objectives for
the archaeological site database. Scientifically, the objective
was to create a dynamic and interactive database that can
offer a clear, official report of the archaeological sites in the
county. Administratively, the need was for a database that
can offer the possibility for local and county administration
to efficiently administer and set new economic, housing, or
infrastructure locations which can damage or be constructed
over archaeological sites.
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The development period combines two stages. The first
stage is for two years (2006-2007) to identify in the field all
the archaeological sites with regional or national importance
from the list of the archaecological monuments published by
the Heritage Office. The second stage is represented by the
fact that the list will be open for future updates.

3 Methodology of Work

The methodology involves two steps, one done in the field
and the other in the laboratory.

Step 1 (in the field): identifying the archaeological sites and
the protection area, measuring the site and identifying the
check points, determining topographical elevation, map-
ping, and photographing of the sites.

Step 2 (laboratory): creating a bibliography, completing the
database, and Web publishing.

4 The Structure of the Website

The structure of the website is as follows: home page, data-
base, map, legislation, download, and current projects. The
information will be updated annually, and current projects
will have a separate sector to present the abstracts of archae-
ological excavations.

4.1 Home Page Contents

The home page of the website provides a general presenta-
tion in which there is a short description of the website, of
the objectives, and of the section. There is also an authen-
tication module. For the database consultation, each user
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Figure 1. Home Page.

must subscribe with a username and password. The admin-  results.
istrator will have documentation of who is using the site, of

the search frequency, and of the most frequently accessed

data.

The user can search by locality, site type, period, and
other key words. The first three fields are pre-established
categories from which the user must choose, and the last
field allows the introduction of any word. The search result
will be shown as a list with all the results generated by
the query, and the user may choose to print one or all the

4.2. The Database

The structure of the database is as follows: information about
site setting; archaeological data about the site; images; car-
tographical dates; bibliography; and other information. All
these are integrated in a MySQL database so the user can
select any information or data group and print it the results.
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Figure 2. The User module.

4.3 Contents riod, Culture, Cultural Phase.

* Image content: Surface Photography and Satellite
Information made available through the database covers Photography.
several categories of content, as follows. » Cartographical date’s contents: Site Map, Topo-
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Site setting contents: Site code, SIRUTA code (The
Romanian Informational System of Administrative-
Territorial Units), Location, Superior Administrative
Unit, Point, Localization check point, Hydrographi-
cal check point, Cadastral lot, Ground, Site surface,
Conservation status, GPS data: latitude, longitude,
and altitude.

Archaeological data about the site contents: Site
code, Site name, Site type, Chronological Date, Pe-

graphical Map and GIS Map.

* Bibliography and other information content: the bib-
liographic reference for each archaeological site, and
other useful information (where needed).

Map. The exact maps of archaeological sites can be used
for economic interests by those wishing to obtain a construc-
tion authorization. The map is the property of the Heritage
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Figure 3. The structure of the database.

Figure 4. The Satellite Photography.
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Figure 5. The Topographical Map.

Figure 6. The GIS Map.
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Figure 7. The maps of archaeological sites (a).

Office and consists of a Java Applet. All present locations
and archaeological sites in their vicinity can be identified
on the map.

Legislation Contents. A set of laws provide the basis for
the creation of this database: Law No. 451, dating from 8§
July 2002, for the confirmation of the European Convention
of the Landscape, adopted in Florence on 20 October 2000

(L451/2002); Law No. 422, from 18 July 2001, regarding
conservation of the historic monuments; Law No. 378, from
2001, regarding the protection of archaeological heritage
and declaring some archaeological sites of national interest;
Law No. 182, from 25 October 2000, regarding the protec-
tion of the national movable cultural heritage; Government
Ordinance No. 43/2000 regarding the protection of the
archaeological heritage and declaring some archaeological
sites to be of national interest.
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Figure 8. The maps of archaeological sites (b).

Current Projects. Another section of the database presents
a short description of the Rescue Excavations due to con-
struction authorization requests to the Heritage Office by
people or institutions who want to start building.

5 Downloads and Copyright

The database will allow free downloads (*.pdf) of the
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Systematic Excavation Reports, done during the current
year at the Timis County sites. All documentation, legisla-
tion, and images on the database are also free. The results
obtained from newly discovered archaeological sites will be
presented as an abstract on the website, and data will be
updated annually.
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